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Chief Guest's Speech at International HortiCongress

HORTICULTURE HAS IMMENSE POTENTIAL
TO REVOLUTIONIZE AGRICULTURE
T

he horticulture sector, with a wide
array of crops, has been a driving
force in the stimulating a healthy growth
in Indian agriculture. India is producing
257 million tonnes of horticulture
produce with an annual growth rate of
about 8 percent. The noteworthy feature
is that higher growth rate in horticulture
was possible due to improvement in
productivity of horticulture crops, which
increased by about 27% between 2001-02
and 2011-12.
Fruits and vegetables account for
about 90 per cent of the total production
of horticulture crops. There is a high
demand of fruits and vegetables due to
rising income urbanization and change
in dietary pattern. Among vegetables,
potato is the major vegetable, accounting
full expo has been devoted to potato.
foliages, plantation crops like coconut,
arecanut, cashewnut and cocoa are also
important constituents of horticulture
sector. These commodities are in
high demand in domestic as well as
International markets. India has been
maintaining the leadership in the
exports of spices and spice products.
Similarly, good income is being derived
by exporting cashewnuts and cashew bi
products, though our production level
of raw cashewnuts are much below the
processing capacity.

for exports. India is known for growing

marigold, chrysanthemum, tuberose,
aster, etc. Commercial cultivation of cut
carnation, gerbera, anthurium and lilium
has also become popular. The area under
being grown under protected cover, both
for domestic and export markets. I am
pleased to note that many International
players have shown interest in Indian
Expo as a part of this Conference.
It is but natural that the development
of the horticulture sector, which is
predominantly owned by Small & Marginal
farmers, requires constant hand holding
and support. Horticulture interventions
require substantial investments for
procuring right variety of planting
material and its cultivation, harvesting
and marketing.
Adequate and timely supply of good
quality planting material and seeds of
horticultural crops play an important role in
improving the productivity of horticultural
crops. In order to ensure quality, state
governments need to source the planting
material from accredited nurseries only.
A large number of nurseries and Tissue
Culture Units have been set up under the
public and private sector for producing the
planting material. A scheme on Nursery
Accreditation has been introduced by the
NHB, and state governments are being
advised to procure their requirements from
accredited nurseries only.
Produced grains should not be lost in
transit and handling before it reaches the

Tariq Anwar

consumer. Therefore infrastructure
facility for cold chain management
needs to be set up. Since cold chain
management is still in infancy stage
in India, A national Centre of ColdChain Management (NCCD) has been
established for addressing the gaps in
cold chain sector.
Cold chain also generates new
value chains and opportunities to our
farming community by allowing them
the option to reach out to more distant
markets. Similarly, for the consumers
it ensures a steady and regular food
supply.
Equally important is the need to
increase the food processing capacity,
which is only 2% in the case of fruits
of vegetables. The private players will
have a larger role to play in carrying
forward these objectives.
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for Agriculture and Food Processing Industries,
Government of India, amid the presence of several
distinguished delegates including Sanjeev Chopra,
Joint Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, and Guest of
Honour Shyamlal Sharma, Minister for Horticulture
Fortunately for everyone, The Mother Nature,

(L-R) S Jafar Naqvi, Vijay Sardana
& D P Singh

horticulture of India, cancelled its bitter attack and
offered the sunny February-like days. Haroon Yusuf
cut the inaugural tape, and took an “aesthetic walk”
child-like happiness that could only be brought by
He took some time to pause at each stall, praising
of several states’ horticulture board stalls were seen
explaining to him the strengths of their respective
state in terms of horticulture development. Yusuf
praised everyone and said, “Delhi Government under
the visionary leadership of Chief Minister Shiela
Dikshit is taking pro-active steps to develop gardens
of Delhi under Delhi Parks & Garden Society”.
“Green Delhi will of course inspire the rest of
India to become green,” he said exuberantly.
He also praised Media Today Group, organizer
of the expos, in glowing words, and said that it is
highly commendable to note that the organizers had

S Jafar Naqvi

Shyamlal Sharma & Tariq Anwar (R)

leaps and bounds by inviting all stakeholders under
Refrigerated Train, and offered him nuts, the taste of
which was in Yusuf’s words was ‘extraordinary’.
Attractive Stalls
The various stalls set up by different horticulture
departments of various states, and private
companies were a great puller of the visitors. While
deals in the peaceful lounge area, visitors’ eyes were
focused on materials on display.
New concepts like vertical gardening set up by
traditional display by states like Manipur and
Meghalaya kept the visitors glued to the treats of the
eyes.
There were also food for the brains such as

D P Singh

Sanjeev Chopra

T S Vishwanath

guava, amla, various size of tomatoes, broccoli, red
cabbage, yellow carrot, seedless cucumber (Haryana
and Punjab stalls), and mouth-watering dry-fruits,
Maharastra Horticulture stall distributed free
cherries to the visitors, and selling processed juices,
pickles, etc.
The range of the product/service-segments
included fresh fruits and vegetables, farm machinery
and equipment, potato products and technology,
cold chain and logistics, seed, agro-chemical and

M Saleem Shishgar

P. Alli Rani (R)
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processing and packaging, medicinal herbal
technology.
Massive Participation
The three-day rainbow of expos attracted large
footprints of curious local, Indian and foreign visitors,
delegates and participants. The celestial in beauty,
earthly in nature, Nature’s products-displaying
exhibition left no one unaffected or unimpressed.
Women, young and old, kids, and men and
elders all braved the notorious Delhi chill to make
their presence felt at the farmers’ biggest gala
event. The International Horti Conference too saw
massive participation of professionals from diverse

Dr. Babita Singh

Pawanexh Kohli

machinery.
The participants, delegates and visitors from 14
countries and 22 states and UTs took part. The total
approximate number of visitors for each day stood at
15000.
Celebrated Sponsors
The expos, which had the Union Ministry of
Agriculture as its Principal Sponsor, has a host
of other celebrated sponsors including National
Horticulture Mission (NHM), National Horticulture
Board (NHB), and Horticulture Mission for North
East & Himalayan States. The expos were also
supported by the Ministry of Food Processing
Industries, Agricultural & Processed Food Products
Export Development Authority (APEDA), Food
Processing & Packaging Machinery Industry
Association, Irrigation Association of India, National
Medicinal Plant Board, and Indian Flowers and
Ornamental Plants Welfare Association
Partner Country & Silver Sponsor
The Netherlands was the Partner Country,
while the Silver Sponsor was Andhra Pradesh
Food Processing Society, Industries & Commerce
Department, Government of Andhra Pradesh.
International Horti Congress 2013
The Welcome Address
The Welcome Note was read by S. Jafar Naqvi,
Chief Editor, Media Today Group & President,
iFlora. Remembering India’s former President APJ

Arjun Singh Saini

R Suresh

S K Pradhan

is not just a billion dollar industry but a million
job opportunity as well”. Jafar also praised the
indomitable courage of all the visitors, delegates, and
participants for braving the cold and attending the

(L-R) Anwar Huda, Sutiawan Gunessee (Mauritius
Ambassador) with his wife & A A Kazmi

Ashok Khurana

The Inaugural Address
The inaugural lamp of the International Horti
Congress 2013 was lit by Tariq Anwar and Shyamlal
all the present guests and participants and expressed
happiness of attending such an important event.

Dr. Saumitra Chaudhury
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He said he loved walking around the
exhibition pavilions as it was all treat to
good progress in the country which was
not the case a decade ago,” He added,
and praised the organizer Media Today
country.
Speaking about the needs of the day,
he said that creation of an eco-system,
irrigation and farm management,
subsidies and bringing best technologies
are some of the important factors to
increase the output and produce the best
quality horticulture crops. He also added
that only horticulture can make farmers
Dr. Satyavir Singh (C)

“Horticulture is a growth-engine
in agriculture. It has certainly opened
the wide gate of opportunities to
farmers. With 257 MT horticulture
produce and annual growth rate of 8%
and 27% growth in the last 10 years,
India has witnessed a remarkable
horticulture story in recent years. 90%
of all horticulture produce are fruits and
vegetables,” he said.
He added that it is due to rising
income, urbanization, and awareness
about health that India’s middle class
is now consuming a lot of horticulture
produce.
Special Address
Shyamlal Sharma, who has
brought around 60 delegates including
and horticulture growers with him
and put up the biggest stall this time,
was very appreciative of Media Today
Group for holding this mega event on
international commercial horticulture.
transformed the segment through their
hard work and implementing of good
ideas. A farmer himself, Sharma knows
the jobs and pains of farmers like nobody
else. In his speech he talked about
revival of the mandi under his guidance,
changing the marketing system. He
praised NHM (National Horticulture
Mission) for helping the farmers to grow
horticulture crops with the help of latest
technology and tools.
Exhorting all the stakeholders of
horticulture, he said, “We need to shift
for enhanced productivity and quality
produce.” He also asked for popularizing
of value addition to increase farmers’
their exemplary quality and dubbed
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apple as “Our Pride” in fruits and
“Walnut” in dry fruits.
The Keynote Address
by Sanjeev Chopra. Praising the
expos and conference he said, “With
14 international participation and 22
states & UT participation, we can not
ask who is present but who is not
present. Due to the thrust given to
horticulture by government agencies
like NHM and NHB, and efforts by the
organizers of these expos, small farmers
have succeeded to break BPL (below
poverty line) barrier, which otherwise
was impossible to achieve by merely
traditional agriculture.”
Now with a small piece of land
(as India is a country of fragmented
landholdings), a farmer can grow several
times more with the use of polyhouse
and other tools and materials supplied
in a highly subsidized manner by the
central and state government agencies,
he added.
He also asked farmers and other
February 2013

stakeholders to combine local with
global so that the whole world becomes
India’s market.
Thank Note
In his Thank Note, S. Jafar Naqvi
said that some of the measures adopted
by Shyamlal Sharma to strengthen
horticulture in his state like cluster
approach (1st of its kind) can become
role models for other states to follow.
He thanked everyone for making the
expos and conference a huge success.
Special thanks were delivered to Silver
Sponsor of the event Food Processing
Society, Industries & Commerce Dept.,
Govt. of Andhra Pradesh for bringing 20
entrepreneurs, and mission directors of
other participating states.
Technical Sessions
A total of 5 highly engaging and
successful technical sessions were also
held on this grand occasion during the
saw participation of who-and-who of
the industry.
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Technical Session 1
The topic of the 1st session,
moderated by S. Jafar Naqvi, was “Post
FDI scenario and its impact on Fresh
Produce Sector in India”. The session
saw some extremely valuable outcomes
through the thoughtful presence of
highly experienced personalities such as
Vijay Sardana, Director-ARPL India and
Head of Food Security Initiatives and
Agribusinesses, and D. P. Singh, Zonal
Director, NHB.
Sardana spoke extensively and
convincingly about the concerns of
private sector and why it is not investing
in cold chain. He appeared blunt but
it was okay if looked business-wise.
Talking about the government’s
complaint that private sector is not
coming forward to invest in cold chain,
he said, “A businessman will never
invest in any project unless and until
he sees a business sense in it. He cannot
throw away his hard-earned money to
just help the government and farmers.
Yes, he will help, but he should also be
remove many taxes and provide a
Allaying the fears of small traders
about FDI in multi-brand retail, he said
FDI will not hurt small traders as what
small traders can serve to consumers
will never be copied by big retailers. For
example, big retailers cannot deliver
groceries on credit, and will not know
the taste and other local factors that small
traders do. Consumers will not drive 10
km to buy things from a Wal-Mart store.
D. P. Singh said that production
of disease-free and quality fruits and
vegetables is the responsibility of all
stakeholders like NHM, NHB, NGOs
and farmers. “To achieve this we
have to change our mindset.” He also
praised Sikkim for becoming India’s
only organic state. He also informed
Bagwani Train (Which he also explained
to Haroon Yusuf at his stall). It runs
between Bhusawal to Delhi and brings
bananas etc, thus saving the losses.
Technical Session 2
The 2nd technical session was based
on the topic “Emerging Trends in Cold
Chain Developments & Bottle-necks to
be addressed”. The session was chaired
CrossTree, & Chief Adviser, National
Cold Chain Development (NCCD),
and included panelists: T S Viswanath,
Principal Adviser – APJ-SLG Law

Healthy Enterprises Ltd., and Dr. Babita
Singh, Professor – Horticulture, Amity
University.
Viswanath focused his speech on
solutions instead of talking just about
bottlenecks. He suggested that India
should look towards other countries
and see how they have developed
feasible cold chain and the way they are
run. “What we need is export-worthy
infrastructure”.
“PM himself is very concerned about
the wastage (30-40%) and this must be
minimized by better infrastructure. We
also need different types of cold chains
for different segments. And we should
not talk about problems but solutions.
We need to create a sub-group to do
research and offer the government realtime information and ground realities
and suggest doable policies”.
Dr Babita Singh made a presentation
about cold chain development and
expressed her ideas to strengthen the
segment to avoid wastage. P. Alli Rani,
who came late and was almost panting

while speaking as she was not allowed to
relax as time was running out, lamented
Rs. 50 crore loss in her company’s bill
book this FY as 50% cold stores lay
empty. Bemoaning several lacunae in
the sector, she said, “It is unfortunate as
we do not have real time information
system. Our company does not know
what farmers want. There is lack of
connect. Apart from this, secrecy in
pricing is another evil that hampers the
smooth functioning of the segment.
Chairman also made an angry
presentation and asked the people of
segment not to make presentations
containing just graphs and tables. It is
for school children, he said. “There is
chain. Since it is vital to provide a pipe
stakeholders should cooperate. We do
have excellent infrastructure in icecream, dairy, meat. The bottlenecks are
not in infrastructure but in managing
and planning. And we need such cold
chains that can accommodate multiple
kinds of produce.”
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in horticulture. He also said, “We are as
fragmented farm-wise as the rest of India.
Due to hilly region and small size of land,
we are facing certain problems. We also
need 2.4 crore plants each year. Our focus
is on new varieties, pollination, micronutrients, and organic fruit production.”
According to him poor monitoring is a
failure in his state. Pollination is also an
issue, he added.
Saleem also answered good questions
raised by Bharat Bhojane of Rise N
Shine, Dr A P Singh, Former Floriculture
Consultant to Government of India, and
M B Naqvi, CEO, Media Today Group.
Calling Sikkim “Nature’s Own
proud to mention that Sikkim will be fully
organic by 2015. Calling his state “Biodiversity hot-spot of the country”, he said
it would be good to tell that the mother
plant of Cymbidium was taken to EU
from Sikkim, and it is the only state in the
country that grows it commercially.
He also invited everyone to Sikkim
International Flower Show that will be
held in February.
Technical Session 4
The topic of this session was
“Emerging Trends in Flower and
Ornamental Plants”. It was chaired by Dr.
A.P.S. Gill, Former Floriculture Consultant
to Government of India. The panelists
were Michael Mendonca, CAO, Rise N
Shine Group, who spoke on Innovative

Calling the various unending
discussions here and there, now and then
as “Technology Babel”, he asked for a
synergy in all steps.
Technical Session 3
The topic of the 3rd session was
“Emerging States in Horticulture and
Floriculture”. The speakers were M.
Saleem Shishgar, Director (Horticulture.),
Saini, Horticulture Department, Haryana,
and R. Suresh, Horticulture Department,
Agriculture, Government of Sikkim.
Arjun Singh Saini made a
presentation about the horticulture in
Haryana, elaborating how Haryana
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is aggressively helping farmers to use
technology like polyhouse for greater
income and productivity. He also told
that Haryana amended APMC Act to help
private sector to establish infrastructure.
R. Suresh also made presentation
about the unique qualities of horticulture
and the farmers grow almost all kinds of
state, and more will be coming soon.
follows export demands such as WTO
regime compliance, and is committed
to produce quality and clean fruits and
is the centre of 40% A-grade dry fruits
and around 6 lakh farmers are engaged
February 2013

Friendship Society (Emerging Trends in
Floral design market in India), Dr. H. P.
Sumangala, Scientist, IIHR-Bangalore
(Landscaping & Ornamental Plants), and
Capt Suresh Sharma (Visibility of Indian
Floriculture through Photo art).
Mendonca made an angry presentation
lambasting horticulture agencies and
private players for not showing interest
of the ongoing projects that either totally
to it. His sweating face in winter added
impact to his voice of grievances.
stakeholders to “keep as local as possible
and as global as necessary”. He sought
supply chains, collaborative approach and
Mumbai’s dabbawalah-type consortium
to strengthen the segment. “piggyback approach must stop,” he said. He
profusely praised the Netherlands for

Cover Story
formidable in the world. “This is the
reason why 40% stalls over here have
some kind connection with Holland,” he
said.
India, kept audience spellbound with
of various hues and shades. Her labour of
love “Pushpa Bitan Friendship Society” of
of Flower Arrangers: WAFA) is wellknown internationally, and works with
motto of the society is “friendship through
“I am not a commercial artiste,” she
declared proudly. “Here I am presenting
consumers’ point of view. The biggest
consumers are wedding seasons in India,
as India is known for elaborate marriages.
The impact of this could be gauged by
Bangkok increase prices during Indian
wedding season. It certainly gives hope to
Dr. H.P. Sumangla also made a
breath-taking presentation about senecio
species, amenity horticulture, aesthetic
landscaping and promotion and protection
about aqua-scape and vertical gardening,
both new concepts to India. She called
India as “Mega Diversity Centre”. “There
are 17 thousand species under 2984 genera
and 247 families”.
Capt Suresh Sharma, a celebrated
wild-life photographer, was as brief yet as
effective as any army mission. Through his
presentation, he changed the perception of
slide-show of his labour of love-snake and
several hours in scorching dun, and other
inhospitable conditions just to capture the

chain for preservation,” he said.
Dr. A P S. Gill, a benign, downto-earth, simple, that often belie his
extraordinary experiences and expertise

NCPAH, the session saw participation of
Anand Zambre, VP-Agri Business, Essen
Multipack who spoke on New Innovation
in use of plastics in Greenhouse
Technology - IR COOLING FILMS and
PLASTIC GUTTERS used in greenhouses,
and Jose Petrement, Representative
- Soleplast S.A. Spain who made
presentation on “Increasing Productivity
through Quality Films”.

panellists for amazing presentations, and

high value products and the scope in

in a big way.

should be used. Anand Zambre made a
technical presentation detailing the use
of intelligent designing of polyhouse,
and why his company developed plastic
gutters that are huge success.

his brilliant three degree lighting. He has a
make-shift van and he along with his wife
and kid often spends months in the wild
to take extraordinary photographs.
“Photography adds value to the

Technical Session 5
The topic of this session was “Products
for improvement of productivity in

“Plastic gutters can withstand high
rain of the south and arid climate of the
Saurashtra region. These gutters are easy
transparency,” he said.
Jose also made a presentation
detailing the use of science and
which his company does. “Farmers can
heat, light and humidity,” he said.
According to him, the real issues are
costs and lack of awareness which need
to be addressed.
Building Floral Bridges across Nations:
Workshop on Floral Designs
As it is said climax of a show
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M B Naqvi offering bouquet to Sanjeev Chopra

MB Naqvi offering bouquet to Ashok Khurana(R)

should always be magical, the exhibition
was lucky to have, on the last day, a
designs by internationally renowned
artistes brought by none other but the
group Pushpa Bitan Friendship Society.
There were Christiane Duckworth from
Shahimah Sayeed, Former President,
World Association of Flower Arrangers
(WAFA), Pakistan, could not come to
due to some reasons, but her presence
was strongly, heartily felt at the expo
Wickets: Spreading Love through
Cricket”, prominently displayed at
Pushpa Bitan Society stall.
The two Hands of Nature, for the next
1.5 hours, kept the visitors spellbound
They created decorative pieces of
extraordinary design in the real time
and found it tough what Duckworth
called “The immense task of focusing on
the work at hand, and at the same time,
addressing the audience”.
The audience included Ikebana
planners, marriage decorators and lovers
Valedictory Session
Valedictory session proved to be a
great culmination point of the expos.
It was attended by the Chief Guest Dr.
Saumitra Chaudhury, Member of Planning
Commission, Sanjeev Chopra, Joint
Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture, Ashok
Agriculture. They were welcomed by S.
Jafar Naqvi, Chief Editor, Media Today
Group.
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Reciting a famous couplet of Majrooh
Sultanpuri “Mai akela hi chala tha
Janib-e- manzil magar log sath aate gaye
aur caravan banta gaya” (I walked alone
towards my destination, but people kept
coming and a caravan emerged), Jafar
said that it was worthwhile to remember
in Bangalore. Then the cops were called
in as farmers were protesting outside for
entry and inside the halls were choc-omany varieties, so many horticultural
tools and experts of the segment gathered
under a single roof”. That outcome keeps
us inspiring to serve our country in a
more respectful and productive manner,
he added.
Sanjeev Chopra briefed the gathering
about the happenings of three days, and
reiterated that it is horticulture alone
which can empower poor farmers to
break BPL barriers. “Now it is worthwhile
to note that horticulture is emerging
as a vital sector in terms of value and
volume”.
eye-opener. “It was great to see a lot of
tissue culture, technology and experts,
green wall concepts here.” He also
regretted that DDA which controls a lot
of parks in Delhi remained absent. “It
should have participated.”
Dr. Saumitra Chaudhury in his
brief but enlightening speech praised
the show calling it “impressive and
extremely valuable”. “It sends a
message forward that helps open up
for farmers. He stressed on certain
factors like ‘connectivity’ and ‘urban
demand’ leading phenomenal growth in
horticulture. “People are becoming more
and more health-conscious and their
enhanced purchasing power have enabled
February 2013

them to opt for more fruits and vegetables
and processed foods. This is why market is
growing at 10 %. “
He praised NHM, NHB and other
agencies for helping farmers and said
that there is enormous potential and the
outcome can be doubled. “NHM should set
up high target like Milk Mission did few
decades back”.
Awards
Sanjeev Chopra thanked God for being
spared of becoming a jury as he loved
all stalls and would not have been able
to declare which were less attractive or
more attractive. But nonetheless, awards
are awards and they inspire those who do
not win to put more efforts. Dr. Saumitra
Chaudhury, Sanjeev Chopra and other
guests present on the dais presented the
awards to the winners.
S. Jafar Naqvi offered special praise
to the Silver Sponsor of the expo ‘Andhra
Pradesh Food Processing Society,
Industries & Commerce Department,
Government of Andhra’ Pradesh for
lending a great support.
Excellent Display Awards
The Excellent Display Award Winners
are: Punjab Horticulture Department,
National Horticulture Board, Rajasthan
Horticulture Department, Manipur
Horticulture Department, Meghalaya
Horticulture Department, Horticulture
Department, Uttarakhand, Department
of Horticulture, Gujarat, Department

Horticulture, Haryana, CPWD, Delhi,
Delhi Agriculture Marketing Board,
Maharashtra State Horticulture &
Medicinal Plants Board, Horticulture and
Cash-Crops Department, Sikkim, Concor
India, Sheel Biotech Ltd,. Florence Flora,
Rise N Shine, Arcadia Agro, Garden Glory
Special Awards
National Committee on Plasticulture
Applications in Horticulture (NCPAH),
Grimme (Germany), Paraxas (Holland),
Netherlands), And Pushpa Bitan Society.
The vote of thanks was delivered by S.
Jafar Naqvi, and bouquets were presented
to the Chief Guest and other dignitaries by
M B Naqvi, CEO, Media Today Group, the
organizer of the expos.
!! Tijarat be-Mushkil
Phal, Phool aur Dil !!

